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CHAPTER 224
SOLID WASTEMANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
130f 1991.
C
e 2000 [26th June, 1991]
S.I. 42 of 2000.
PART |
Preliminary
Short title. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe Solid Waste Management Authority Act.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires-
“ Authority” meansthe Solid Waste Management Authority establishedin
accordancewiththisAct;
“Board” meansthe Board of Directorsof the Authority congtitutedin accordance
withthisAct;
“Chairman” meansthe Chairman of the Board,;
“condructionwagtematerid” includeswastebuilding materid from congruction,
dteration and remodel ling building or structure of any kind, such aslumber,
concrete, stedl roofing, etc.;
“director” meansadirector of the Authority;
“financial year” meanstheperiod of twelvemonthsending onthethirty-first
day of March, inclusive,
“functions’ includes powersand duties,
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“garbage’ includeswastefood, vegetables, fruits, meatsand other putrescible
métter;

“Miniger” meanstheMinigter for thetimebeing responsiblefor pollution contral,
unlessotherwise specified;

“refuse” includeswaste paper, bottles, cans, boxes, yard clippingsand trash;
“secretary” meansthe secretary to the Board,

“serviceared’ meanssuch areaof the country asmay fromtimetotimebe
declared by the Authority with theapprova of the Minister to be provided with
solid waste collection service pursuant tothisAct;

“solidwaste” includesgarbage and refuse but shall not includederdict vehicles,
construction waste material, limbsof trees, soil, lumber, packaging materials
and chemical by-products;

“Vice-Chairman” meansthe Vice-Chairman of the Board.
PART II
Establishment of the Authority

3. Thereishereby established an Authority to becalled the Solid Waste  Establishment

Management Authority which shall be a body corporate with perpetual ~ of Solid Waste

succession and acommon seal and with power assuchto enter into contracts, V1 anagement
. . Authority.

to hold property, to sueand be sued inits corporate nameand to do al things

necessary for the purposesof thisAct.

4.-(1) Theresndl beaBoard of Directorsof the Authority which, subjectto  Board of
theprovisionsof thisAct, shal beresponsiblefor thepolicy and generd admini-  Directors.
gration of the affairsof the Authority.
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Resignation.

Removal of
directors.

(2) TheBoard shdl congst of aChairman, Vice-Chairman andfive other
memberswho shall be appointed by the Minister and shal include asex offi-
ciomembers-

(@ onemember representing the Ministry responsiblefor the
Environment; and

(b) onemember representing the Ministry of Hedlth.

(3) TheMinister may appoint any personto act temporarily inthe place
of any director inthe case of theabsenceor inability to act of any such director.

(4) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, the Chairman, Vice-Chairman
and other membersof the Board shall hold officefor such period not exceeding
threeyearsasmay be specified at thetimeof their appointment and shall be
eligiblefor regppointment.

(5) If any member of the Board diesor ceasesto hold office beforethe
expiration of theterm for which he was appointed, theterm of officeof his
successor shal be so fixed asto expireat the end of thefirst-mentioned term.

5.-(1) Any director, other than the Chairman or an ex officio director, may
at any timeresign hisofficeby instrument in writing addressed tothe Minister
and transmitted through the Chairman, and from the date of receipt by the
Minister of suchinstrument such director shall ceaseto beadirector.

(2) TheCharmanmay at any timeresign hisofficeby instrumentinwriting
addressed to the Minister, and such resignation shall take effect asfrom the
date of thereceipt by the Minister of theinstrument.

6. The Minister may terminate the appointment of adirector, or acting
director, other than an ex officio director, for repeated absence from meet-
ingsof the Board without reasonabl e cause, misconduct or physica or mental

incapacity.
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7.  Thenamesof al directorsasfirst appointed and every changeinthe  Publication of
composition of the Board shall be published inthe Gazette. Eom%wti on of
oara.
8.-(1) Thesed of the Authority shall be authenticated by thesignaturesof the  Authentication
Chairman, or onedirector authorised to act inthat behalf, and thesecretary.  of seal and
documents.

(2)All documents, other than thoserequired by law to be under seal, made

by, and all decisions of, the Board may be signified under the hand of the

Chairman or any director authorised to act in that behalf.

9.-(1) TheBoardshall meet at suchtimesasmay benecessary or expedient  Procedure and
for thetransaction of business, and such meetingsshall beheldat such places  meetings.
andtimesand on such datesasthe Board shal | determine;

Provided that the Board shall meet at |east once amonth.

(2) Minutesin proper form of each meeting of the Board shall be kept by
the secretary.

(3) TheCharmanmay at any timecall aspecia meeting of theBoard and
shdll call aspecia meeting to be held within seven daysof awritten request for
that purpose addressed to him by any two directors.

(4) Thedecisonsof theBoard shal beby amgjority vote.

(5) TheChairman, or intheabsenceor inability to act of the Chairman, the
Vice-Chairman, shall preside at the meetings of the Board, and when so
presiding, the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman, asthe case may be, shall in
additiontoan origind votehaveacasting voteinany caseinwhichthevotingis

equd.

(6) TheChief ExecutiveOfficer of the Authority shall attend al meetingsof
the Board, but shall havenoright tovote.
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Remuneration of

(7) Thequorum of the Board shdl bethree memberswith votingrights.

(8) Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, the Board may regulateitsown
proceedings.

(9) Thevalidity of any proceedingsof the Board shall not be affected by
any vacancy amongst the directorsor by any defect in the appointment of a
director.

(210) A member of theBoard whoisin any way, directly or indirectly,
interested in acontract made or proposed to be made by the Board shall, as
soon aspossibleafter therelevant circumstanceshave cometo hisknowledge,
disclosethe nature of hisinterest at ameeting of the Board.

(11) Any disclosure made under subsection (10) shall berecorded inthe
minutes of the Board and the member-

(i) shall not take part after thedisclosurein any
deliberation or decision of the Board with respect to
the contract; and

(it) shall bedisregarded for the purpose of constituting a
guorum of the Board for any such deliberation or
decison.

10.  Thereshadl bepaidtothe Chairman and directors, other than ex offi-

directors. ciodirectors, such remuneration, if any, (whether by way of salariesor travel -
ling or other allowances) asthe Minister may determine.
Protection of 11.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, no act doneor proceeding
Authority. taken under thisAct by the Authority shall be questioned ontheground of any
omission, defect or irregularity not affecting the meritsof the case:
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Provided that any person aggrieved by adecision of the Authority may ap-
pedl totheMinister, who may, if hethinksfit, direct the Authority to rectify any
suchomission, defect or irregularity.

12.-(1) No director shall be personally liable for any act or default of the  Protection of
Authority doneor omitted tobedoneingoodfathinthecourseof theoperations ~ directors.
of the Authority.

(2) Where any director is exempt from liability by reason only of the
provisionsof thissectionthe Authority shall beliableto theextent that it would
beif the said director wereaservant or agent of the Authority.

PART I
Functions of the Authority

13.  TheAuthority may fromtimetotime, withthegpprova of theMinister,  Serviceareas.
by Order published inthe Gazette, declareany areain Belizetobea” service
ared’ for the purposesof thisAct:

Provided that no Order shall be made under this sectionin respect of an
areawithinthejurisdiction of alocd authority except by aresolution of thelocd
authority concerned.

14.-(1) It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Authority to make Dutiesof the
arrangementsfor the collection and disposal of all solidwastewithinaservice ~ Authority.
areain accordancewith thisAct or any regul ationsmade thereunder.

(2) Intheexerciseof itsfunctionsunder thisAct, the Authority may, with
the approval of the Minister, engage the services of acontractor (whether a
person or abody corporate) to providean efficient solid waste collection service
withintheservicearess.
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(3) Thesolidwaste collection servicewill beprovidedin serviceareasat
| east twi ce per week on dayswhichwill be notified from timeto time by the
Authority.

(4) The Authority shall devisewaysand meansfor themore efficient
collection and disposal of solid waste employing modern methods and
techniquesand exploring the possibility of recyclingthewaste materials.

(5) It shall betheresponsibility of contractorsto remove and dispose of
al congtructionwastemateria resulting from new construction or other works
on or at any premises.

(6) Intheevent acontractor failsto remove construction waste material
when required to do so by the Authority, the Authority may remove such
meaterialsand recover the cost of such removal from the contractor.

Ministerial 15.  TheMinigter may, after consultation with the Chairman-

directions.

@ givetothe Authority directionsof agenerd character astothe
policy to befollowed by the Authority inthe exerciseand
performanceof itsfunctions; and

(b) assigntothe Authority other dutiesand responsibilitiescon-
nected with environmental protection and pollution control,
includingthecleansinginthe service areasof earth closets,
privies, septic tanks, cesspools, or any of them.

Solidwaste 16.  Theuseof solidwaste collection servicein service areas provided by

coll %C;‘)” service  the Authority shall bemandatory savefor large commercial establishments

anaztory- specifically excepted by the Minister.

Regulations. 17.-(1) The Minister may, in consultation with the Authority, make such
regulations as he considers necessary or expedient for giving effect to the
provisonsof thisAct.
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(2) Without prejudiceto the generdity of theforegoing, such regulations
may-

(@ requireall occupiersof premisesin serviceareastofacilitate
the collection of solid wasteand to keep their respective areas
clean by adopting the prescribed measures;

(b) prescribethe chargesto be paid by occupiersof premisesto
the Authority for the provision of solidwastecollection
srvice

(© providefor therecovery of chargesmentioned in paragraph

(b);

(d) prescribethekind of receptaclesand containersto be provided
by the occupiersof premisesfor thedepositing of solid waste;

(e prescribemethodsand designate placesfor thedisposa of solid
waste;

)] providefor any other matter incidental or conduciveto the
purposes of thisAct.

PART IV

Management and Saff

18.-(1) The Authority snall appoint- Chief Executive
Officer and other
(3)  subjecttotheapprova of theMinister, aChief ExecutiveOfficer 3T
who shall beresponsibleto the Board for the management of
the Authority inaccordancewiththeprovisonsof thisAct and
theregulationsmade thereunder;
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Power to delegate.

Loans by
Government.

(b) asecretary to the Board and such other officersand employ-
eesasthe Authority may determine.

(2) Thereshall be paid to the Chief Executive Officer, secretary and
other officersand servants of the Authority such salariesand remuneration as
the Authority may, withthegpprovd of theMiniger, fromtimetotimedetermine.

(3) TheAuthority shal havethepower todismissand exercisedisciplinary
control over itsofficersand servants except that the Chief Executive Officer
shall not be dismissed without the prior approval of the Minister.

(4) Subjecttotheprovisonsof thisAct, the Authority may makeregulations
determining generally the conditionsof serviceof itsemployeesprovided that
no provision shall be madefor the payment of any pension, gratuity or other
retiring benefit to any employee of the Authority or thegrant of benefitstothe
dependantsor legd representativesof such employeewithout theprior gpprova
of theMiniter.

19.-(1) TheBoard may by resolution del egateto the Chairman or any director
or the Chief Executive Officer such of thefunctionsof the Authority relatingto
itsday-to-day businessasthe Authority may decide.

(2) Nothing herein contained shal authorisethe Authority to delegateto
any personfunctionsto makeregulaionsor todo any act involving extraordinary
expenditure.

PARTV
Financial Provisions
20.  TheGovernment may lend the Authority such sum asthe Minister
reoons blefor Finance certifiesisrequired to enablethe Authority tocommence

itsfunctions, to berepaid by the Authority at suchtimesand by such methods
asthesaid Minister may determine.
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21.-(1) Therevenuesof the Authority shall beclassified under thefollowing  Financia
heads of receipt:- procedures.

(@ duesand chargesreceived by virtueof thisAct;
(b) amounts borrowed by the Authority; and

(© miscellaneousreceipts, including interest on and service of
invesments,

and such revenueshal, within seven daysof receipt thereof, be paidinto abank
account approved by the Minister responsiblefor Finance.

(2) Therevenuesof the Authority shall be applied to meet thefollowing
heads of expenditure-

(@ repayment to the Government of loans advanced to the
Authority;

(b) repayment of overdraft, if any, on current accounts,
(© interest onloans,

(d) sinking fund onloan redemption;

(e payment to the contractors;

() repairsand maintenance of buildingsand equipment and
other current expenses,

(9) any other expenditure approved by the Minister responsible
for Finance.
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Reserve Fund.

Power to invest
monies.

Borrowing
powers.

(3) After meeting the expenditureasset out in subsection (2), twenty per-
cent of thesurplus, if any, shall be paidinto the reservefund established under
section 22 of thisAct, and the remainder shall be paid by the Authority tothe
Accountant General for the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

22.-(1) The Authority shall establish and maintain areserve fund to meet
contingenciesand for such other purposesasit may think fit.

(2) Themanagement of thereservefund, thesumsto becarried fromtime
totimetothe credit thereof, the chargesto be made against it and any other
application of the moneys comprised therein shall be asthe Authority may
determine:

Provided that-

(@ no part of thereservefund shall be applied otherwisethanfor
the purposesof the Authority; and

(b) the power of the Minister responsiblefor Financeto give
directionstothe Authority shdl extendtothegiving to them of
directionsasto any matter rel ating to the establishment or
management of thereservefund, thecarrying of fundstothe
credit thereof, or the application thereof, notwithstanding that
thedirection may be of aspecific character.

23.  All moniesof the Authority notimmediately required to be expended
inthe meeting of any obligations or the performance of any functionsof the
Authority may beinvested in such securitiesor other investmentsasmay be
approved generdly or specificaly by theMinister responsiblefor Financeand
the Authority may, with the gpprova of thesaid Minister, sall dl or any of such
securitiesor other investments.

24.-(1) Subject tothe provisonsof subsection (2), the Authority may borrow
sumsrequired by it for meeting any of itsobligationsor discharging any of its
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functions.

(2) The power of the Authority to borrow inexcessof such limitsasthe
Minister responsiblefor Finance may fromtimetotimefix, shal beexercisable
only withthe gpprova of theMinister responsiblefor Finance asto theamount,
source of borrowing and the terms on which the borrowing may be effected,
and an approva giveninany respect for the purposes of thissubsection may be
either genera or limited to aparticular borrowing or otherwise, and may be
either unconditiona or subject to conditions.

25.-(1) TheMinister responsible for Finance may fromtimetotimemake Advances and
advancesto the Authority out of moneysprovided by the National Assembly — guarantee of
for the purpose. borrowings.

(2) With the approval of the House of Representatives, the Minister
responsiblefor Finance may guarantee, in such manner and on such conditions
ashethinksfit, the repayment of the principa and the payment of interest on
any authorized borrowings of the Authority made otherwisethan by way of
advance under subsection (1).

(3) WheretheMinister responsiblefor Financeissatisfied that there has
been default intherepayment of any principa moneysor the payment of interest
guaranteed under the provisions of thissection, he shall direct the repayment
or, asthe case may be, the payment, out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
the amount in respect of which there has been such default and any such
repayment or payment shall be acharge on the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

26.-(1) TheAuthority shall keep proper accountsof dl itsfinancid transactions,  Accounts and
of assetsand liabilities, and acompleterecord of al other mattersrelaingtoits ~ audit.
finances and shall prepare annually a statement of accounts in a manner

satisfactory tothe Minister of Finance and in conformity with sound commercid

practice.
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Submission of
budget estimates.

Annual report.

(2) Theaccountsof the Authority shal beaudited by an auditor approved
by theMinister of Finance.

(3) Theauditor of the Authority shal be supplied with acopy of theannua
bal ance sheet of the Authority, and it shall be hisduty to examine such balance
sheet together with the accountsand vouchersrel ating thereto.

(4) Thedirectors, officers, agentsand servantsof the Authority shall grant
to the auditor access to al books, documents, cash and securities of the
Authority and shal giveto himonrequest dl suchinformation asmay bewithin
their knowledgein relation to the operationsof the Authority.

(5) Notwithstanding anything inthissection, theMinister of Financemay,
inhisdiscretion, at any timerequirethe Auditor Genera to examinetheaccounts
of the Authority inwhich event the Board shdl afford the Auditor Generd with
al facilitiesfor examination asthe Auditor General may require.

(6) All theexpensesincurred for the purpose of auditing shall bepaid out
of thefundsof the Authority.

27.  TheAuthority shdl, insuchformand by such datesasmay beprescribed
by the Financial Secretary, prepare and submit to the Minister of Finance,
through the Minister responsiblefor pollution control, estimates of income
receivable and the expenditure to be incurred during each financial year
(including any supplementary estimates), and the Minister of Finance shall
present the said estimatesto the Nationa Assembly, with such amendments
and modifications, if any, ashemay consder necessary.

28.-(1) TheBoardshdl, not later thanfour monthsfromthecloseof thefinancid
year, submit to the Minister areport containing -

(@ an account of itsactivitiesand transactionsthroughout the
preceding year in such detail asthe Minister may direct; and
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(b) astatement of the accounts of the Authority auditedin
accordancewith section 26.

(2) A copy of the said report shall be laid on the table of the National
Assembly.

29.-(1) Theincome, revenueand other receiptsof the Authority shall beexempt ~ Exemptionfrom
fromincometax. incometax and
stamp duty.
(2) Allingrumentsexecuted by or on behdf of the Authority shal beexempt
from stamp duty.
30.  ThisActshdl comeintoforceonaday to beappointed by theMinister  Commencement.
by Order published in the Gazette.
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